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After the wreck of her 1972 Plymouth Valiant, my wife was in the 
market for a new car.  One unique thing about our family is that we 
all have double P initials, which even included our cars.  She had a 
Plymouth and I had a Pontiac.  As we went car shopping, she found 
the car she wanted, a purple Porsche.  I pointed out to her that she 
had not looked at the price tag, which was well over $40,000 in 

1982.  She relented upon 
seeing the cost and stat-
ed that she only liked 
four door car anyway.  
What we did find was a 
Subaru GL sedan. 

Despite the name not 
starting with “P”, she 
liked the size and layout 
of this car.  One feature 
she did not like with this 
car was that it had a five 
speed manual transmis-
sion fearing the rollback 

on hills.  What we learned was that Subaru had a hill hold clutch that 
allowed the driver to release the brake and apply the accelerator with 
no rollback.  She loved the little sedan, and since our two children 
were both quite young, the car was perfect for her daily errands. 

As a GL model, this Subaru was the top of the line car and was actu-
ally well appointed for its time.  The car had an 1800 cc four cylin-
der engine that was horizontally opposed similar to a Volkswagen 

beetle engine, and a Porsche for 
that matter, only in the front of 
the car.  This type of engine is 
often called a boxer engine as 
there were two cylinders on one 
side with the other two cylinders 
directly on the opposite side.  
Although it was a front wheel 
drive car, the engine was fully in 
front of the transmission so the 
car did not have the traditional 
transaxle of most  

Continued on page 3 

Car of the Month 
1982 Subaru GL 

By Peter W. Pandolfi 

Achieving Excellence Since 2015 

At home in California 
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BRR Region Contacts 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers: 

President: Darryll Baker 
(571) 294-7853 (Cell) 
darryllbaker@aol.com  

Vice President: Rick Pozdol 
(571) 251-2486 (Cell) 
rpozdol@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 
(540) 522-6533 (Cell) 
nancyshudson@msn.com  
 
Secretary: Jessica Waldenville 
(571) 269-7585 (Cell) 
Jn8691@gmail.com 
 

Board of Directors: 

George Richardson 
(703) 768-1569 (Home) 
Richardson13@cox.net  
 
Ron Davis 
(703) 280-4461 ((Home) 
Concours356@aol.com  
 
Steve White 
(703) 533-0386 (Home) 
Swhite79@cox.net 
 

Website Coordinator: 

Harry Dinch 
(703) 975-0306 (Home) 
hdinch@gmail.com  
 

Sunshine Committee: 

Jessica Waldenville 
(571)-269-7585 (Cell) 
Jn8691@gmail.com  

Membership Recorder: 

Peter Pandolfi 
(703) 919-8343 (Cell) 
rr4pwp@gmail.com  

The President’s Page  by Darryll Baker 

Thanks to all who attended our business meeting on 10 November 
and the discussions were lively and thorough.   Our decisions taken 
are listed elsewhere in the Clutch Chatter, but we approved the 
budget and club schedule for next year, agreed to hold the Awards 
and Installation Banquet at City Tavern in Manassas on Sunday Jan-
uary 12.   We'll subsidize members for one-half the $26 dollar cost 
of the dinner.    We additionally had a ca. 1 hour pre-meeting to dis-
cuss issues concerning the Rohr show and it was also well-
attended.    We've outlined some potential improvements for the 
2020 Rohr Show and there will be further discussions in the New 
Year.    A list of those discussions is also forwarded in this Clutch. 
Chatter. 

I'd also like to pitch the upcoming 7 December Christmas Pa-
rade.   It'll take place in downtown Manassas rain or shine and is a 
great event.   It's a fun day, it gives the club a chance to both show 
off our prizes vehicles to the populace, and it shows our apprecia-
tion to the City of Manassas for their substantial assistance to our 
annual Rohr Show.   Please contact Ernie Newland 
at ernienewland@gmail.com soon if you're able to attend.   Convert-
ibles especially welcome to highlight the Manassas City officials 
along the parade route.   

Also just a reminder to renew both your AACA National and Bull 
Run memberships this month if you haven't already.  Forms for 
these are included in this Clutch Chatter.    

Last, our 8 December meeting will be our elections and the nomina-
tions for the various positions are included in this Clutch Chat-
ter.    Instructions on how to get your ballots to Membership Chair-
man Pete Pandolfi are also included.   Please send them in early or 
risk them not being counted.    It appears we have experienced club 
members stepping up for all positions, except for President.    I 
know assuming the tasks associated with taking on any club position 
can be daunting, but we do have an experienced crew and a lot of 
club members have shown themselves willing to pitch in.   I was a 
rookie to antique car world, outside of my old bus, when I was 
asked to step up as Vice-President.  I can say the last 3 years have 
been rewarding, and I've learned a lot about the hobby.   It's defi-
nitely a hobby, and a club, worth preserving, but it is key to have 
someone, experienced or not, to volunteer for the position.   What-
ever happens you'll have lots of solid advice and assistance.   Please 
let Jim Batchelder, Harry Dinch or myself know if you have an in-
terest in the position.    

I hope everyone has a safe 
and enjoyable Thanksgiv-
ing and hope to have a 
great crowd at the Manas-
sas Christmas Parade.   All 
the best,   Darryll  

http://www.bullrunaaca.org
mailto:darryllbaker@aol.com
mailto:rpozdol@yahoo.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:Jn8691@gmail.com
mailto:Richardson13@cox.net
mailto:Concours356@aol.com
mailto:Swhite79@cox.net
mailto:hdinch@gmail.com
mailto:Jn8691@gmail.com
mailto:rr4pwp@gmail.com
mailto:ernienewland@gmail.com
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Car of the Month continued 

front wheel drive cars.  The engine was fueled by a 
carburetor that automatically adjusted itself to maxim-
ize fuel economy. The interior was grey with cloth 
seating, something Pam always preferred.  The ameni-
ties on the car were an AM/FM stereo radio, power 
steering, power brakes, power windows, air condition-

ing, intermittent windshield wipers and cruise control.  
Unlike most cars at the time, the dash instrument light-
ing was red rather than white, which gave the interior a 
soft glow when driving at night.  We got all this for 
only $10,500. 

As for performance, it had decent acceleration and 
great handling.  You were not going to win any stop-
light drag races, but the car cruised comfortably at 60 
mph and had a top speed of 85 mph.  Best of all it got 
29 mpg city and 42 mpg highway.  The trunk was ac-
tually very roomy, another feature Pam liked, and easi-
ly held the groceries for a family of four.  One other 
unique feature that accounted for the large trunk space 
in a small car was that the spare tire was actually under 
the hood with the engine.  Why this?  With the engine 
forward of the transmission and the axle behind the 
transmission, there was a large open space under the 
hood.  This space perfectly contained the full sized 
spare tire and tire changing equipment. 

We kept this stalwart little car for six years.  We 
bought it in California, it came with us to Nebraska in 

1983 and followed us to our next Air Force assign-
ment to Missouri.  The Subaru’s story was not devoid 
of mishaps.  In 1985, while stopped in a turn lane with 
a red light, the car was rear ended by a Chevy Blazer.   

 

Continued on page 7 

December Automotive Trivia Question 

What importer only sold 2 of their products their first 
year (1949) on the USA market? 

See answer on Page 9 

Home on its first day with Pontiac in background 

Subaru dash with red accents 

Boxer engine, note spare tire over the trans-
mission housing 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  
 

Your Hobby Your Newsletter…Your Stories… 

I welcome any contribution members would like to 
submit.  In this issue you will notice an article by a 
member on a car museum he visited.  This is the kind 
of item I am looking for.  Especially desired are arti-
cles on National meets and tours you might attend.  
Email is the best way to submit items, but if the files 
are large, burned to a CD/DVD or thumb drive is per-
fectly fine.  I will even take them hardcopy if neces-
sary.  This method would be very labor intensive, but I 
will make it work.  Submission deadline and contact 
information is below.  Please use MS Word if at all 
possible.  Thanks in advance for all your support. 

The Clutch Chatter Editor 
11090 Mountain Run Lake Rd. 
Culpeper, VA 22701 
Phone: (703) 919-8343 

Email: rr4pwp@gmail.com 

The deadline for submissions for inclusion in the 
next issue is the 25th of the month.  

December Anniversaries

 

December Birthdays   

Note:  Your  bir thday or  anniversary not listed?  
Please let me know the date(s) by email.  Spouses as 
well.  Years are not necessary since we are all 29 at 
heart.  Thanks, Pete 

 

Presenters needed: Jon Battle has several people on 
tap for presentations at our meetings, but there is al-
ways a need for more. If you have some special exper-
tise or a favorite make of vehicle you could speak 
about please contact Jon at 540-364-1770. 

Meeting Refreshments: Volunteers are needed to 
bring refreshments to our meetings for the coming 
year.  There will be a new sign up sheet for 2020 cir-
culated at the next couple of meetings.  Contact Joann 

Richardson at 703-768-1569 if you would like to con-
tribute snacks or drinks.  If you have signed up to 
bring refreshments but can no longer do so, please no-
tify Joann Richardson as soon as you can. 

Membership Renewal:  Do not forget to r enew our  
memberships in both the Region and National AACA.  
Copies of both renewal forms are provided on our 
website and in this issue of the Clutch Chatter.  Don’t 
let your membership lapse.  For new members that 
joined at the Rohr Show, your Region memberships 
are already through the year 2020. 

Election Time:  This month we have our  annual 
Region election of officers.  Your election ballot is in 
this issue of the Clutch Chatter and on the website.  
Completed ballots may be turned in at the December 
meeting on December 8 or mailed to Peter Pandolfi 
11090 Mountain Run Lake Rd, Culpeper, VA 22701.  
If you can scan your completed ballot, email submis-
sions are accepted at rr4pwp@gmail.com.  All mailed 
or emailed ballots must be received by December 7 to 
be counted. 

Club Store:  Linda Gantt has taken over  the opera-
tion of the club store.  She has Region t-shirts, hoodies 
and sweat shirts available for sale.  There is a wide 
variety of colors and sizes.  She also has a number of 
2018 Rohr Car Show dash plaques available and will 
soon have some from the 2019 car show.  Any of these 
items would make great Christmas gifts.  Contact Lin-
da at 540-533-7730 for prices and size availability. 

 

Foster & Wendy Fike December 1 

Hal & Kathy Hermann December 30 

John Anthon December 13 

Nancy Newland December 2 

Kathryn Sessler December 21 

Roberta Wilhelm December 19 

Member News 
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Sunday November 10, 2019 

1. Pledge of Allegiance  

2. Treasurer’s report  

3. Sunshine Report – Jessica will bring labels for 
next time  

4. No Guest Speaker today.  Next month’s speaker 
will be Doug Teague who will talk to us about 
his years as an engineer at Chrysler, from 1967 
to 1998, when he retired.  Those were momen-
tous years at Chrysler and it should be an inter-
esting talk. 

5. Get your 50/50 tickets from George Richardson 

6. Dinner to follow at City Tavern 

7. Mark Howard and Richard Demaret were wel-
comed as new members who joined at the car 
show. 

8. Trophy Presentation  - President’s award given 
for Ford 1929 Two Door to Tom and Mary Loren 

9. Christmas Parade 7 December.  Ernie Newland 
coordinator; Need 4-6 Convertibles for Manassas 
VIPs and several other vehicles to participate to-
gether as club cadre. 

10. Clutch Chatter:  be sure to check out Pete Pan-
dolfi’s “new” 1991 Rolls Royce Silver Spur” ar-
ticle and photos. 

11. Request you keep Steve White and Pete Pandolfi 
in mind with new ideas for “Car of the Month,” 
and monthly speakers for Jon Battle.  Please talk 
to your colleagues in other clubs, they likely 
have some interesting speakers for their meetings 
we might contact.   

12. We have pamphlets from AACA national.  They 
are much better and have our membership chair-
man information on them.   Pick up a few and 
give to anyone you think might be a prospective 
member.   They’re at 29 Diner full time, wel-
come other ideas/locations.      

13. Elections:  All positions always in play, would 
like to get/keep more members involved; Elec-
tions in December, list of nominees in November 
meeting- everything the same but nobody for 
President at this point.  

14. Nominating Committee:  results from Jim 
Batchelder and Harry Dinch;    

15. Rohr Show:   See separate item on page 9. 

16. Membership dues, pls get ‘em in for National 
and Bull Run for 2020  

17. 50/50 Drawing  

18. Club Business: 

19. Next year’s meeting calendar, incl Rohr show 
date (19 Sept); vote 

20. Next year’s budget Club and Rohr; vote 

21. Awards Banquet and Office Installation– City 
Tavern?   $10 per person support?;  

22. Proposal to allot $30/speaker; gift and dinner 
($20) for total of $240 

23. Proposal to give $400 to AACA donation: $200 
for building and $200 for library in the year 2020 

24. Next Meeting – 8 December at VFW, Elections; 
guest speaker Doug Teague; Christmas Cookie 
exchange 

25. Decisions Taken at Business meeting: 

 -Accepted 2020 Budget 

 -Accepted proposed 2020 Calendar of Events 

 -Agreed to hold the January 2020 Awards Ban-
quet at City Tavern in Manassas (12 January) 
and to subsidize members at ½ price.   Guests 
will pay full price or ca. $26.   

 -Club agreed to subsidize guest speakers (non-
members) at a small gift (normally a club pen) 
and dinner locally not to exceed $20 each. 

 -Club decided to allocate our 2020 contribution 
to AACA at $200 for the building fund and $200 
for the AACA library.    

 

Meeting Minutes 
by Jessica Waldenville, Secretary 

Tom & Mary Loren receiving the President’s 

Award from Darryll Baker 
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Bull Run Region Calendar: 

January 12 -- NO SPEAKER -- Annual award presen-
tation at City Tavern 

Feb 6-8  –  AACA National meeting Philadelphia, PA 

Feb. 9  --    Club Meeting at VFW in Manassas  

March 8 --   Club Meeting at VFW in Manassas  

April 2-5 --  Southeastern Spring National - Hornets 
Nest Region – Charlotte, NC 

April 19 --     Club Meeting at VFW in Manassas (3rd 
Sunday, 12 April is Easter) 

May 13-16 –AACA Eastern Divisional Tour – Eastern 
Shore Region – Maryland Eastern Shore 

May 17  --     Club Meeting at VFW – (Mother's Day 
10 May)  

Area Calendar: 

Every Saturday 6:30 – 9:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at  
Katie’s Coffee House, Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760 
Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066.  

Every Sunday 8:30 – Cars and Coffee at Cameron’s 
Coffee Shop, 9639 Fairfax Blvd., Fairfax, VA (just 
past Fairfax Circle on the left coming from the belt-
way).  

Friday nights Cruise in at the Jukebox Diner in Canter-
bury Shopping Center on Sudley Rd. in Manassas. 

National Calendar: 

February 6-9—AACA Annual Convention, Philadel-
phia, PA 

February 27-29—Winter Nationals, Miami, FL 

April 2-5, Southeastern Spring Nationals, Charlotte, 
NC 

April 23-25—Western Spring Nationals, Show Low 
(Phoenix), AZ 

April 26-May 1—Founders Tour, Show Low 
(Phoenix), AZ 

May 7-9—Central Spring Nationals, Auburn, IN 

May 13-16—Eastern Divisional Tour, Eastern 
Shore, Maryland 

74th Annual Greater Manassas Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 7th, 2019 
Cars line up at 8 am, parade starts at 10 am. 
We can have up to 5 antique convertibles and 10 an-
tique cars 
Contact Info: Ernie Newland 
  703-966-3727 
  ernienewland@gmail.com 

Editor’s Note: We are down to the wire now.  I am 
told there are two definite volunteers and two maybe 
volunteers.  At least three more convertibles are need-
ed for the VIP cars, which is critical for us to keep this 
event.  Convertibles for the VIPs must have a back 
seat.  All other antique cars are welcome in the Re-
gion’s unit.  Do not let this opportunity get away for 
another year!  It is a load of fun, the spectator crowd 
really enjoy seeing our vehicles and it is a great way to 
start your Christmas celebrations. 

The November meeting was devoted to Bull Run Re-
gion business.  The 2020 Rohr show, annual awards, 
the December election and the annual installation din-
ner in January were discussed.  Consequently, there 
will be no presentation for the November meeting. 

2020 Bull Run Events Calendar 

November Meeting Presentation 

By  Jon Battle 

2019 Manassas Christmas Parade 

Rob Morrow with Manassas Mayor & 
Mrs. Parrish in the 2018 parade 

mailto:ernienewland@gmail.com
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Car of the Month continued 

The impact sent the Subaru across the intersection and 
the Chevy driver sped away.  Pam was injured though 
fortunately not severely.  The impact actually broke 
the driver’s seat back, no one else was in the car, as 
her body recoiled back into the seat.  The trunk of the 
car, no longer large in capacity, was completely accor-
dioned and the back end was pushed to the left by 
about two inches.  Even the right front door was dam-
aged due to the impact. 

I 

figured this was the end for our little Subaru, but I was 
wrong.  The insurance company said they would fix it.  
I was not too happy about that since I realized that the 
unitized body’s frame was bent.  I feared it would 
never be straightened out to a point where it did not 

af-

fect the ride and handling.  Here, too, I was wrong.  
The body shop did a fantastic job or repairing the car, 
but it did take them four months to get the frame cor-
rect.  The car drove as well as it ever did.  The Chevy 

driver was never located. 

But this was not all for our little Subaru.  A year later, 
Pam and I went shopping in Omaha.  While in the 
store, a severe thunderstorm blew in and pummeled us 
with tennis ball sized hail.  I was sure we would come 
out of the store to find every piece of glass on the car 
destroyed.  Surprisingly, all the glass was intact alt-
hough there were numerous dents all over the body.  
Having dodged a bullet, we got in the car and drove to 
a local mall.  In doing so, we drove right back into the 
severe thunderstorm where once again the car was 
pummeled with hail.  When the insurance company 
looked at the damage, they totaled the car.  The car 
was still perfectly operable it was just dented, so they 
sold it back to us for a couple hundred dollars and we 
continued to use the car for another two years.  Pam 
dubbed the car “Dimples”; I called it the “Lunar Rov-
er” as the body looked like the surface of the moon. 

All in all the car served us well.  The reason we sold it 
was that the family had outgrown it.  We now had 
three children who were now older and bigger plus the 
Subaru was not conducive to taking the kids and their 
friends to their various events.  We sold it to a young 
couple on the base who needed a cheap second car 
and we purchased a Plymouth minivan, but that is an-
other story. 

Right side view of damage 

Left side view of damage 
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This year the Old Dominion Meet Association 
(ODMA) held its fall tour on November 1-2, 2019.  
The event was sponsored by the Crater Lake Region 
of AACA and centered on the South Richmond area 
of Virginia.  While there were several AACA Re-
gions from Virginia represented, Bull Run Region 
had four participants attend the tour.  Franklin Gage, 
Tyler Tedford, myself and Ken and Shirley Farley 
participated in the event.  It should be noted that Ty-

ler had to leave early due to a family emergence and 
Ken and Shirley are members of both the Bull Run 
Region and the Staunton Region. 

The closing days of October were blessed with heavy 
rain through most of Virginia, but on November first 
the sun shone brightly, the temperature was perfect 
and this weather continued through the entire tour.  

Franklin brought his 1951 Chevrolet four door sedan 
with his hood tied down by two dog leashes to pre-
vent it from popping up while driving.  Tyler had his 
1965 Chevy Impala and the Farley’s had their 1965 

Chevy Corvair convertible from their outstanding col-
lection of vintage Chevrolets.  I was the odd man out 
since I no longer own a Chevy and brought my 1991 
Rolls-Royce on its first tour. 

The rallying point for the tour was the Keystone 
Truck and Tractor museum in Petersburg, VA.  The 
first day was just sign in with a meet and greet with 
fellow tourists.  Later in the evening there was a short 
ODMA meeting for the Region representatives, 
Franklin and Tyler for Bull Run.  The next morning 
we started off early at 8 am with final registration and 
some organizational announcements.  Promptly at 9 
am the large caravan of cars took off for our first des-
tination.  Well, almost. 

The tour contained antique cars ranging from the 
1930s to the 1990s.  Only one car in the group would 
not start and roll off with the group.  Yes, it was my 
Rolls.  It was working fine and then nothing.  Several 
tour members rushed to my aid trying various tech-
niques to get the car started, but no one, including 
myself, was well versed in Rolls-Royce mechanics.  

Continued on page 11 

ODMA Fall Tour 2019 
By  Peter W. Pandolfi 

Chevy Impala SS and Rolls-Royce Silver Spur 

Franklin and his 1951 Chevy 

Tour line up at 8 am in the museum parking lot 
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A half hour prior  to the November 10 business meet-
ing, a special meeting was held to discuss the 2020 
Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet.  Pre-meeting meet-
ing notes for Improvements for next Rohr Show.   Fi-
nal decisions were not/not made at this meeting:  

1. 2019 Show total was 144 show participants. 

2. Reach out to other antique auto clubs to work to-
gether.  Many are having issues with attendance 
and activities.   Maybe conduct joint events/
outings in select cases. 

3. More marketing and publicity needed to the older 
antique and modern cars to get a better turnout.  

4. Reach out to dealerships that sell classic cars so 
they can hand out our show flyers 

5. Notes from Jim & Sally to revise the registration 
portion to sign up.   These issues will be addressed 
in next flyer. 

6. Do we need to collect addresses?  Let’s just do 
email addresses. FREE!  

7. Voting idea to just do 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. Not needed 
to have any 4th and 5th places to speed the counting 
processes. Keep all categories consistent.   

8. Make the flyer and ballot state the same, “Edgar 
Rohr (Antique or not) Memorial ….” Whatever, 
make them match.  

9. Leftover dash plaques for sale (current cost $1.74 
each) – Current dash plaque features last year alt 
award winner cartoon version and what year show 
it is.  Discussion of othr options than a dash 
plaque (see below). 

10. Idea for new dash plaque photo in plastic insert, 
no waste, optional to add banner into photo.  
Would need someone to commit to doing the pho-
to processing and run to the local CVS or where  
ever appropriate. Idea – ask Osborne HS if they’d 

like to do the work and keep a bit of the proceeds.  
Bring it to the club. 

11. Ideas for special awards: Have the local police 
department choose one, have the mayor choose 
one, have the school principal or auto shop pick 
one, etc.    

12. Too many trophies. Cut down to 3 would be more 
manageable.  Alternatively, possibly give more 
individual awards and cut down on the “Top 
50” (maybe Top 30?).   

13. During counting keep people out of the museum 
office area. Needs to be quiet and concentrate on 
work. Private, not having people looking over the 
shoulder.  

14. We should never have cars backed up and out on 
West Street coming in. Issue of a train passing 
through.  Not much we can do about that.   How-
ever, The HMI parking lot should allow for over-
flow cars to enter and not block West Street.   

15. Registration was confusing for some who didn’t 
know where to go. Needed more people in the 
middle or up toward where initial check-in was.  
Maybe the Scouts/Venture Club could assist in 
directing personnel to the registration table.  Rec-
ommendations were made for better signage, bet-
ter/more cones.  Idea give them a bright vest (or 
our turquoise t-shirts) to identify anyone as per-
sons who can help. (club may have some orange 
vests in trailer).   

16. Linda Gantt has taken over the club store from 
Nikki and Scott, keep the color turquoise as de-
fault club color.   Need more zip up/sweatshirt 
kind and caps. Let Linda know what sizes we 
might need.  

17. Recap again all of the show ideas for important 
details in Feb make decision on these things for 
next show.  

 

2020 Rohr Show Discussion 
By  Darryll Baker 

We specialize in repairing all 

types of antique and classic col-

lector cars and light trucks. 
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Keep an eye on this feature as we start a new year.  I 

encourage all members to take in the annual National 

Meeting in Philadelphia.  It is a magnificent event.  

 

I first published this article in the January 2016 edition 
of the Clutch Chatter.  With so many new members 
joining us, I thought you might like to see it again. 

 VEHICLE OF THE CENTURY 

1837 Studebaker Sleigh 

Activities over the past few days have motivated me to 
research what is perhaps the most enduring and en-
dearing vehicle of the past century and a half.  Santa’s 
Christmas sleigh is one of the many icons of the sea-
son, but why 1837.  Saint Nicholas, aka Santa Claus, 
has been around for centuries, but did you know he 
did not use a sleigh until 1821?  This was most likely 
a rental since it was need for only one night.  Prior to 
1821 Santa used various forms of transportation to 
include walking and even riding a goat. 

After a few years of rental fees and complaints of rein-
deer hair on the upholstery, Santa purchased a used 
German 1828 Erzgbirge sleigh from a Herr Kristopher 
Kringle.  This smaller version of today’s ride served 
him well as there were fewer deliveries that needed to 
be made.  The Erzgbirge was only a four reindeer 
sleigh and really did not fly.  It just made very long 
leaps through the air. 

With the ever increasing workload, the old sleigh was 
just not up to the task.  In 1837, Santa Claus purchased 
a brand new 1837 Studebaker sleigh that he still uses 
today.  Studebaker began manufacturing wagons, 
coaches and sleighs in 1835 and had a reputation for 
high quality and rugged construction.  The sale price 
was not disclosed, but today its value is priceless.  
This sleigh was larger and more powerful allowing 
Santa to accomplish his Christmas Eve runs in com-
fort and record time.   

The specifications of this unique, handmade vehicle 
are listed below: 

Model: 1837 Studebaker Quadrunner Sleigh 

Engine: In-line 8 
Power: 40 horsepower (1 reindeer = 5 horsepower) 
Transmission: Fluid Drive 

Drive Train: Front drive 
Brakes: Manual 8 pads – 4 hooves per pad 
Braking Distance: 1 roof top 
Tires:  8’ dual runners front 

6’ dual runners rear 
Fuel Type: Organic fuels only 
Fuel Economy: Entire world per 8 bushels of 

fuel 
Seating Capacity: One fat man or three Elves 
Cargo Capacity: Unlimited 
Steering System: Quad Rein Direct Action 
Lights:  Wax Candle Nighttime Running Lights 
Warning System: Sleigh Bells 
Construction: X Frame Wood 
Body Style: Four Door Roadster 
Color Options:  Red 
Interior: Overstuffed Black Leather front & rear 
Optional Equipment: Hot Cocoa holders 

Fog Light 
Handling Characteristics: Rough on pavement 
     Good in snow 

The National Beat 

By  Peter W. Pandolfi 

December Trivia Question Answer: 
Volkswagen only sold two Beetle's here in 

America in 1949.   

Special Feature Article 

By Peter W. Pandolfi 

1837 Studebaker Sleigh 
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ODMA Fall Tour 2019 continued 

 
To not delay the tour further, Franklin invited me to 
join him in the 1951 Chevy and I left my car in the 
parking lot. 

Our first stop was Blandford cemetery and church.  
Both the cemetery and church existed since colonial 
days with the Anglican Church being completed in 
1737.  The church was abandoned in the early 1800s, 
and was restored as a Confederate Memorial chapel in 
1900 by the Ladies Memorial Association of Peters-
burg.  In addition to earlier gravesites, there are nu-
merous civil war era graves of both Union and Con-
federate soldiers.  The church building is a true piece 
of historical architecture.  From 1904 through 1912, 
the church windows were replaced by stained glass 
windows created by L. C. Tiffany Studios of New 
York.  A majority of the priceless windows feature 
the apostles and each window is sponsored by one of 
the Confederate states.  The vibrant colors are amaz-
ing and well worth the visit. 

The tour next passed through the Virginia countryside 
to Pamplin Historical Park, which also features the 
National Museum of the Civil War Soldier.  Here we 
stopped for a box lunch and spent some time touring 
the museum and grounds.  The museum tour was 
quite unique.  At its beginning you select one of a 

dozen actual Civil War soldiers, both sides represent-
ed, and were given an audio tour to route you through 
the many exhibits.  Not only did the audio tour ex-
plain the conditions faced by the average combatant, 
but at selected points you selected soldier presented 
his point of view of the scene depicted.  The soldier’s 
comments were based on writings from these individ-
uals written during the war. 

At the end of that fascinating experience, the tour re-
turned to the truck and tractor museum and attendees 
were free to roam the huge building to witness the 

vast collection of trucks, tractors and automobilia.  
My words cannot do this museum justice, so I will let 
the pictures provide the words. 

The tour finished up with a Bar-B-Que banquet right 
in the museum, which also houses its own barbeque 
restaurant.  We all experienced great fellowship and 
were surprised with a short awards ceremony.  Frank-
lin captured one of these awards specifically for his 
dog leash hood latch.  I earned the Hard Luck award 
for having the only car that would not start and be a 
DNF (did not finish) to the tour.  Speaking of which, I 
called my Rolls-Royce mechanic upon returning to 
the museum.  He relayed a couple of tricks to me and 
the Rolls fired right up. 

Continued on page 12 

Confederate Memorial Chapel in Blandford 
Cemetery 

Gravestone from 1764 outside the chapels front 
door 
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ODMA Fall Tour 2019 continued 

Overall the tour was a wonderful experience and well
-orchestrated.  Congratulations and a hearty thank 
you to the Crater Region for their outstanding work 
in organizing and executing this lovely tour.  I en-
courage all Bull Run members to take advantage of 
the various ODMA activities throughout the year.  
You will not regret it. 

Continued on page 13 
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Collection of miniature trucks and other items 
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Tool Sale:  ½ “ Drive Socket Set (SAE, Metric, & 
Deep Well Sockets, Ratchet, Extensions, etc.); ½” & 
3/8” Drive Torque Wrenches; 3/8” Drive Crow-foot 
Wrenches; 3/8” Drive Swivel-Head Ratchet; Ignition 
Wrenches; 4 Large (1” to 1-1/4”) Combination 
Wrenches; Large (12” & 15”) Crescent Wrenches; 
Cold Chisels; Pin Punches; Files; Hack Saws; “Easy 
Out” Set; “ Nut Cracker”; Brake Tools; Body Tools; 
2 Ton Trolley Jack; Jack Stands; Air Compressor and 
Air Tools. More, Call or email for complete list and 
details. Bill Winter, (703) 534-6387, billwin-
ter1@verizon.net.  

Doug Teague joined Chrysler Corporation in 1967 
after working there during the summer of 1966 and 
spent 31 years at the company as a power train engi-
neer.  At the next Bull Run meeting Doug will share 
recollections of his years at Chrysler Engineering 
during one of the company’s most momentous peri-
ods. 

He arrived at the company shortly after the end of the 
tailfin era, and he remained there during turbine en-
gine research, repercussions from the two oil crises, 
introduction of the Horizon and Omni cars, near-
bankruptcy, the Lee Iacocca presidency, government 
loan guarantees, development of the K-car and Chrys-
ler’s groundbreaking mini-vans, the  acquisition of 
American Motors and the Jeep nameplate,  engineer-
ing of the LH platform sedans, introduction of the PT 
Cruiser, Plymouth Prowler and Dodge Viper, and the 
merger with Daimler.  

He'll speak on some of these events as viewed from 
his vantage point within the company, and recount 
some of the engineering developments in which he 
had a part (like the 1970 Shaker Hood Barracuda and 
the Dodge Hemi engine). He took charge of develop-
ment of Chrysler’s first catalytic converter followed 
by becoming the company’s first technical program 
manager, and led the development process of in-
stalling the 2.6 liter Mitsubishi Motors Corp. engine 
into the 1981 Chrysler K-Car. 

He moved to Japan for 5 years to coordinate all tech-
nical dialogue with Asian companies; returning to 
Michigan to handle planning of advance exhaust 
emission control systems and fuel economy technolo-
gy planning and became the first chairman of the 
Low Emissions Technology Research and Develop-
ment Partnership with General Motors and Ford engi-
neers, which was created at the request of then vice 
president Al Gore.   

He will talk about some of the memorable situations 
and people he encountered working at Chrysler.  
Doug retired in 1998.  Doug is a longtime “car guy”, 
and he did a presentation at last December’s Bull Run 
meeting about a ten-cylinder, 920 horsepower Ferrari 
race car engine he’d once owned.  He is active in the 

Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion of the Ferra-
ri Club of Ameri-
ca and he drives a 
Ferrari 456M GT.  
He is also a tech-
nical scrutineer 
(race machine 
and team check-
er) for World 
Championship 
Formula One, 
MotoGP bikes, 
World Champi-
onship Endurance 
races and Formu-
la E in the 
USA. 

The Parking Lot 

A beautiful '31 Chevy Sports Coupe.  This one 
is rare, built in Chevy's Copenhagen, Denmark 
plant and brought to the US in 68. 
Runs well, garage kept & was only used for pa-
rades.  The rumble seat is gone so it's just a 
trunk at this point.  Has new fuel pump and igni-
tion system.  Comes with two extra tires and 
various parts.   

December Presentation 

By  Jon Battle 

mailto:billwinter1@verizon.net
mailto:billwinter1@verizon.net
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Bull Run Region 

2020 Officers Election Ballot 

President – Vote for 1 

  Write In __________________ 

Vice President – Vote for 1 

  Rick Pozdol 

Write In __________________ 

Secretary – Vote for 1 

Jessica Waldenville ______ 

Write In __________________ 

Treasurer – Vote for 1 

Nicki Hudson  ______ 

Write In __________________ 

Board of Directors – Vote for 3 

  Steve White  ______  

  George Richardson ______ 

  Ron Davis  ______ 

  Write In __________________ 

ODMA Representative Two Year Term – Vote for 1 

  Franklin Gage   ______ 

Write In __________________ 

Tyler Tedford is our other ODMA representative entering the second year of his term. 

Please bring this ballot with you to the December 8 meeting or mail to: 

Bull Run Region, AACA 
11090 Mountain Run Lake Rd. 

Culpeper, Virginia  22701 

Mailed ballots must be received by December 7 in order to be counted. 

 

Note:  If you do not want to mail your  ballot or  do not believe it will ar r ive before the 
deadline, you can scan it into your computer and email it to me at rr4pwp@gmail.com   

mailto:rr4pwp@gmail.com
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BULL RUN REGION 

AACA 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 

 

Check one: ____ New Member ____ Renewal 

PLEASE PRINT   NOTE: Owning an antique/classic vehicle is not required for membership.  

Date: _______________ 

Name: __________________________________  

Spouse Name: ___________________________  

Street Address: _________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________  State: _________________  Zip: ____________ 

Home Tel#: _________________ Work Tel#: __________________ Cell #: ______________ 

E-mail address (required for eNewsletter):_________________________________________ 

(If you want your birthday or wedding anniversary recognized in the Clutch Chatter) 

Birth Date:  _________ Spouse’s Birth Date:  ________ Anniversary Date:  _________  

Make, model and year of antique/classic automobile(s) you own:  

1. _____________________________  2. _____________________________  

3. _____________________________  4. _____________________________  

Please email car photo and short description to hdinch@gmail.com for inclusion on the website. 

You must be a member of the National AACA to become a member of a Region or Chapter.  National mem-
bership forms are available at www.bullrunregion.org. If you answer "No", your Bull Run application will be 
held pending receipt of a National membership number.  

Are you a member of the National AACA?   ____Yes  AACA Number: ___________  

    ____No (Check One)  

 

Applicant's Signature: _____________________________________  

Dues must accompany this application.  Make check payable to “Bull Run Region, AACA”  

The Region newsletter, The Clutch Chatter, is distributed by email or the USPS. Please specify which version 
you prefer.  Note: Mailed issues cost an additional $10 in dues to offset the cost of mailing.  

Annual Dues: ____$20.00 emailed newsletter  ____ $30.00 with USPS mailed newsletter. 

Mail this completed application and dues payment to: Dr. Peter W. Pandolfi  
11090 Mountain Run Lake Rd.  
Culpeper, VA 22701 

Thank you for your membership in our region!  Active members like you make Region activities fun for all. 

Office Use:  Data Input ____     Paid ____    Year ____                              Version Date: 10/16/2019  

mailto:hdinch@gmail.com
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We specialize in repairing all types of antique and 

classic collector cars and light trucks. 


